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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A consumable item k ee ping system, comprising: 

a consumable item k ee ping apparatus configured to store a variety of consumable 
items for an image forming apparatus at ajuser side; 

a consumable item supplying section configured to supply a variety of consumable 
items for the image forming apparatus to a the user side upon request, said consumable item 
supplying section being connected to thje consumable item k ee ping apparatus via a 
communication circuit; 

a consumable item repl e nishm e nt l e v e l s e tting devic e configur e d to s e t a consumabl e 
it e m r e pl e nishm e nt l e v e l for th e consumabl e item k ee ping apparatus; 

at least a first sensor configured to detect that a corresponding consumable item in the 




image forming apparatus needs repl 



nishment; 



at least a second sensor conf gured to detect one of a type and a size of the 



corresponding consumable item needing replenishment in the image forming apparatus; 

a consumable item replenisl ment signal generating device configured to generate a 

nsumabl e items at the consumable item repl e nishm e nt 



signal indicativ e of arrival of th e cc 
level indicating said first sensor has 



detected the corresponding consumable item needs 



replenishment ; and 

a detector configured to detect the signal generated by the generating device; 



a counter configured to cour t a duration of time period that said detector detects said 



signal, said time period being adjustably set at the user side; 

a consumable item order data transmitting device configured to transmit order data 
indicating a request for the corresponding consumable items item that needs to be replenished 
to the consumable item supplying section via the communication circuit, when the 
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consumabl e it e m r e pl e nishm e nt signal is g e n e rat e d detected continuously by the detecting 
device for more than the time perio d set at the user side ; and 



a delivery data transmitting 
and configured to transmit delivery 
the consumable item supplying sect 



device included in the consumable item supplying section 
data of the corresponding consumable it e ms item from 
on to the user side such that a delivery status of the 



corresponding consumable item to be replenished can be confirmed 



Claims 2-5 (Canceled). 



Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A The consumable item k ee ping system as claimed in 



v on e of claims 1 . 2 and 3 claim 



, further comprising: 

a data receiving device configured to receive the order data transmitted from the order 
data transmitting devicej-and 

a determining devic e configu r e d to d e t e rmin e at l e ast a kind and an amount of 



consumable items to b e d e liver e d frc m th e consumabl e it e m supplying se ction to a us e r 



according to th e ord e r data . 
Claim 7 (Canceled). 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A The consumable item k ee ping system as claimed in 
claim [7] I, wherein said delivery data includes information of both corresponding to a day 
when distribution of the corresponding consumable item distribution is commenced is started 
by the consumable item supplying section and a day when the corresponding consumable 
it e ms ar e item is scheduled to be delivered to the user side. 
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Claim 9 (Canceled). L 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): A The consumable item keeping system as claimed 
in any one of claims 1, 2 and 3 claim l \ wherein said communication device includes a 
wireless system. I 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): K The consumable item keeping system as claimed 
in claim 9 1, wherein said inventory detecting d e vic e consumable item keeping system is 
employable regardless of a model and manufacturer of the image forming apparatus. 




Claim 12 (Currently Amended): AlThe consumable item k ee ping system as claimed 



in any on e of claims 1 , 2 and 3 claim 1 , wherein said order data is reset when said signal 
disappears before a pr e scrib e d said time pemod has elapsed. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): A Tlhe consumable item k ee ping system as claimed 
in any on e of claims 1, 2, 3 and A claim 1 , wherein said consumable item data transmitting 
device is disposed at the user side. I 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A Thei consumable item k ee ping system as claimed 
in [any one of claims 1, 2, and 3] claim L wherein said data receiving device is disposed at 
the consumable item supply section. I 

Claim 1 5 (Currently Amended): A The consumable item k e eping system as claimed 
in any on e of claims 3 and 4 claim K further comprising a display at the user side on which 
said delivery data is displayed. 1 
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side; 



detecting that a correspondin 



replenishment based on the setting si ep 



detecting one of a type and a 



' replenishment in the image forming apparatus 



Claim 16 (Canceled). 

Claim 17 (Currently Amendejd): A method for keeping consumable item items , 
comprising the steps of: 

setting a consumable item 
item for an image forming apparatus 



replenishment level for a corresponding consumable it e ms 
stored in a consumable item k ee ping apparatus at a user 



Z consumable item in the image forming apparatus needs 



size of the corresponding consumable item needing 



generating a signal indicativ e 



of arrival of indicating replenishment of the 



corresponding consumable it e ms at tlji e 
detected ; 



detecting the signal generated 



in the generating step ; 



counting a duration of time period that the generated signal is detected, said time 



period being adjustably set at the user 



consumable item that needs to be rep 
communication circuit, when the sign; 
period set at the user side ; and 



consumabl e it e m r e pl e nishm e nt l e v e l item has been 



side; 



transmitting order data of consumabl e it e ms indicating a request for the corresponding 



enished to a consumable item supplying section via a 
1 is continuously detected for more than the time 



transmitting delivery data of th ; corresponding consumable item to be distributed 
from the consumable item supplying s€ ction to the user side such that a delivery status of the 



corresponding consumable item to be r 



;plenished can be confirmed . 
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Claims 18 and 19 (Canceled; 



in any on e of claims 17,18 and 19 c 



Claim 20 (Currently Amende d): A The consumable item k e eping method as claimed 



lim 17 , further comprising a step of: 



displaying information of the delivery data at the user side. 



Claim 21 (Currently Amended! A consumable item k ee ping system comprising: 
consumable item k ee ping mean$ for storing a variety of consumable items for an 
^ image forming apparatus at a user side; 1 

consumable item supplying meaAs for supplying a variety of consumable items for the 
image forming apparatus to a the user side upon request, said consumable item supplying 
means being connected to the consumable item k ee ping means via communication means; 
consumable item replenishment l e y/ e l s e tting m e ans for s e tting a consumable item 



replenishment level for each consumable 



at least a first means for detecting that a corresponding consumable item in the image 



forming apparatus needs replenishment; 

at least a second means for detectinjg one of a type and a size of the corresponding 



consumable item needing replenishment in 



the image forming apparatus; 



signal generating means for generat Jig a signal indicativ e of arrival of th e consumabl e 



it e ms at th e consumabl e it e m r e pl e nishm e n 



lev e l indicating said first means has detected the 



corresponding consumable item needs replenishment ; 

signal detecting means for detecting the signal generated by the signal generating 
means ; and 
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counting means for counting a duration of time that said detecting means detects said 

signal, said time period being adiustablrv set at the user side; 

consumable item order data transmitting means for transmitting order data indicating 

a request for the corresponding consumable it e ms item that needs to be replenished to the 

consumable item supplying means via the communication means, when the signal detecting 

eans det e ct continuously detects thfe signal for more than the time period set at the user side ; 

' r ~ 

for transmitting delivery data indicating a consumable item distributing day and consumable 
item scheduled delivery day from tme consumable item supplying means to the user side such 
that a delivery status of the corresponding consumable items to be replenished can be 
confirmed . 

Claim 22 (Canceled). 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): A The consumable item k ee ping system as claimed 
in any one of claims 2 1 and 22 claim 21 „ further comprising: 

displaying means for displaying the delivery data at the user side. 



Claim 24 (New): A consumable item system, comprising: 

a consumable item apparatus Configured to store a variety of consumable items for an 
image forming apparatus at a user side; 

a consumable item supplying section configured to supply a variety of consumable 
items for the image forming apparatus to the user side upon request, said consumable item 




Application No. 09/619,6^^ 

Reply to Office Action of April 25, 2003 

supplying section being connected to the consumable jrem apparatus via a communication 
circuit; 

at least a first sensor configured to detect tlfat a corresponding consumable item in the 
image forming apparatus needs replenishment; 

a consumable item order data transmitting device configured to transmit order data 
indicating a request for the corresponding consumable item that needs to be replenished to the 
consumable item supplying section via the communication circuit, when the first sensor 
detects needs of replenishment; 

a delivery data transmitting device included in the consumable item supplying section 
and configured to transmit delivery data of the corresponding consumable item from the 
consumable item supplying section to Ihe user side such that a delivery status of the 
corresponding consumable item to be replenished can be confirmed; and 
|^ a display at the user side on which said delivery data is displayed. 

Claim 25 (New): A method for keeping consumable items, comprising the steps of: 

setting a consumable item replenishment level for a corresponding consumable item 
for an image forming apparatus/stored in a consumable item apparatus at a user side; 

detecting that a corresponding consumable item in the image forming apparatus needs 
replenishment based on the setting step; 

transmitting order da/a indicating a request for the corresponding consumable item 
that needs to be replenishe J to a consumable item supplying section via a communication 
circuit, when the detectin^tep detects needs of replenishment; 

transmitting delivery data of the corresponding consumable item to be distributed 
from the consumable item supplying section to the user side such that a delivery status of the 
corresponding consumable item to be replenished can be confirmed; and 
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displaying information of the delivery data at the *lser side. 



Claim 26 (New): A consumable item system comprising: 
consumable item means for storing a ^^nety of consumable items for an image 
forming apparatus at a user side; 

consumable item supplying me^hs for supplying a variety of consumable items for the 
image forming apparatus to the usei/side upon request, said consumable item supplying 
means being connected to the consumable item means via communication means; 

at least a first means for detecting that a corresponding consumable item in the image 
o%iing apparatus needs replenishment; 

consumable item order data transmitting means for transmitting order data indicating 
a request for the corresponding consumable item that needs to be replenished to the 
consumable item supplying means via the communication means, when the first means for 
detecting detects needs of replenishment; 

delivery data transmitting means included in the consumable item supplying means 
for transmitting delivery data indicating a consumable item distributing day and consumable 
item scheduled/delivery day from the consumable item supplying means to the user side such 
that a delivery/ status of the corresponding consumable items to be replenished can be 
confirmed; and 

display means for displaying the delivery data at the user side. 
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